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VASSE COAL SHELF — PENDING EXPLORATION LICENCES AND MINING LEASES 

864. Hon ADELE FARINA to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum: 

I refer to the applications for exploration licences and mining leases pending over the Vasse coal shelf. 

(1) Will the minister exercise his power pursuant to section 111A of the Mining Act and either serve a 
notice on the Mining Registrar or Mining Warden terminating the applications or refuse the 
applications; and, if not, why not?  

(2) Has the minister received the Mining Registrar’s or Mining Warden’s report on each of these 
applications; and, if yes, what is the date of the report?  

(3) Does the minister agree that, given the Premier’s public statements that he does not support coal mining 
in the Margaret River area, the granting of these 11 exploration licences would give rise to sovereign 
risk?  

(4) Some of these applications have been pending since 2005 and 2007. What is the cause of the delay in 
progressing and determining each of the applications?  

(5) Does the minister agree that section 59 of the Mining Act provides the minister with the discretion to 
approve or refuse an application for an exploration licence as the minister thinks fit; and, if yes, will the 
minister exercise his discretion and refuse the applications?  

Hon NORMAN MOORE replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.  

(1) Section 111A(1)(c) of the Mining Act 1978 states that the minister may terminate or refuse an 
application for a mining tenement if he or she is — 

…satisfied on reasonable grounds in the public interest that — 

(i) the land should not be disturbed; or  

(ii) the application should not be granted; 

 Clearly, it is essential that any decision by the minister to terminate or refuse a pending application 
under this section is made on reasonable grounds. All but one of the pending applications referred to by 
the honourable member are currently being processed towards their final determination on the basis of 
their individual circumstances by the Department of Mines and Petroleum in accordance with the 
requirements of the act. To date, I have not been informed of any grounds or information that would 
support the making of a “reasonable” decision to summarily terminate or refuse any of these pending 
applications. In this context I would emphasise that all but one of these pending applications are for 
exploration licences upon which, if they are granted, only strictly controlled exploration activities 
designed to minimise any possible environmental impacts would be permitted. The geological and 
related information resulting from such exploration would enable the government to later make an 
informed and balanced decision as to how this land should be used in the future in the best interests of 
the state and the community. It should also be noted that section 111A of the act applies only to pending 
applications for mining tenements, and therefore could not be invoked in respect of the seven mining 
leases granted by former Labor ministers at Osmington. 

(2) Reports recommending the granting of the following pending applications have been received from the 
mining registrar: E70/3155 — 14 May 2009; E70/3355 — 2 September 2009; E70/3726 —27 August 
2010; E70/3933 — 4 September 2010; and M70/1253 — 13 March 2006. 

 Reports for the balance of the applications—E70/3570, E70/3892, E70/3914, E70/3926 and 
E70/3934)—remain outstanding. 

(3) No. 

(4) The application for exploration licence E70/3893 was granted on 4 October 2010 by a DMP officer 
under delegated ministerial authority. The causes of the delay in determining the remaining 11 pending 
applications are as follows — 

E70/3155, E70/3726, E70/3892, E70/3914 and M70/1253—awaiting evidence from the 
applicants that they have executed a regional standard heritage agreement or an alternative 
heritage agreement before submitting to the commonwealth Native Title Act process. 
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E70/3355, E70/3570 and E70/3926—awaiting the determination of earlier applications for 
exploration licences made over the same ground before the successive applications can be 
progressed. 

E70/3932 and E70/3934—awaiting a ballot in the Warden’s Court to determine the priority to 
ground between these two competing applications. 

E70/3933—currently in the NTA process and if no objections to the expedited procedure are 
received, then it will clear this process on 20 February 2011. 

(5) I agree that section 59 of the act provides for the minister to grant or refuse an application for an 
exploration licence as the minister thinks fit. However, in the interest of preserving the integrity of the 
act’s title regime, I believe that any decision to grant or refuse an application should only be made on 
reasonable and valid grounds. As stated in answer (1) above I am not aware of any such grounds. 

 


